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a gleam of excitement in his eyes and drummed on the desk in
front of him, in a way he had when labouring under nervous
excitation. It was known that the voting would be close.
The result was : Clynes, 56 ; MacDonald, 61 ; majority for
MacDonald, 5. The election of MacDonald was then put as
a substantive motion and carried nemine cantradicente.
The result of the election was a surprise. In spite of so
much in his favour, the support MacDonald received was
remarkably small. It would be idle to speculate as to how
many of the votes cast for MacDonald were merely votes
against Clynes.
Glyncs took his defeat with a generous sportsmanship.
MacDonald, writing in the Socialist Review., acknowledged the
unselfish magnanimity of his defeated rival. c I care most of
all,* he wrote, ' for spirit and goodwill. I would rather that
some damage were done by over-zealousness than that we
should have a tranquillity of repression. I am not afraid of
groups ; I am afraid of men being left to do nothing. In this
connection, I take the opportunity of doing homage to my
predecessor in office, Mr. Glyncs. His loyalty has been magni-
ficent, and has set for everyone an example so conspicuously
fine that no one can fail to be moved by it. If it be that fate
has success in its keeping for the Party, no one will have
contributed more to that than Mr. Clynes. In what I myself
felt it my duty to do, I was moved by what I considered were
the best interests of the Party, and Mr. Clynes as a colleague
has been perfect. If I succeed in what I have placed before me
to do, I shall want no harvest, except the happiness in my own
mind of having given Labour a Parliamentary pbsition of
power ; others must come in and complete the work, as, in the
course of nature, that can hardly be reserved for me now.9
Clynes set loyalty to the Party far above personal ambition.
As a chairman during a very difficult time, he might reason-
ably have expected that the reward for his services would be
the leadership. But when the vote went against him, not only
had he no complaints, but he acknowledged the wisdom of the
choice. MacDonald, rising amid loud cheers, offered a few
words of thanks to the Parliamentary Party for the honour it
had done him in electing him as Chairman and Leader. He
suggested that it would be a good thing to have a Deputy
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